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FEBRUARY 2L,  1985.

FOREWORD

It is a pleasure for me to wrlte tjre foreword
to a biography of G.D. Bir la whom I had known and
respected for tnany years. I  f  i rst came lnto con-
tact with hirn when I was Industr les Minister ln t ie
Tamilnadu Government. He was appreciattve of the
efforts made by the State to industr ial lse l t .  Our
d lseuss lons proved that .  G.D.  B i r l -a  was a man of  new
ideas and that he r"ras f ired wlttr  a f irm convict ion
that industr ial lsat lon was the only panacea for
Ind ian pover ty .

He f i rmly bel ieved t lat presperity ca?ne only
through increased productlon and that unless the
nation was free and master of i ts destlnyr no pro-
gress could be achieved, be i t  lndustr ial growth,
social develolment or cultural extrFnsLon. I t  is
a measure of the man t iat he did not consider t tre
task over, orrce 1-ndependence was achieved. On tJre
contrary, he bel leved that i t  is when a natlon
becomes free that l ts tasks of taking the country
fonrard on the path of progress and of upl l f t ing
soc le ty  as a  whole  begin  ln  rea l  earnest .

c .D .  B i r l a  ca r i ed  on  a  re l en t l ess  campa lgn
on cont ro ls  and rest r ic t ions.  In  h1s v lew rest r ic -
ted production is the root cause of lnf lat lon,. and
that the only renedy for inf lat ion is hlgher pro-
duct lon.

G.D.  B i r la  was a f r iend ly  and amlab le  person,
but the steel within the soft exterlor came to the
fore whenever  he fe l t  that  h is  se l f - respect  was
being chal lenged.  When he f l rs t  entered t t re
brokerage businessrwhish was then the exclusLve
preserve of the Brlt ishr rndny attempts were made
to djscourage him by subtle methods of humll ia-
t lon.  But  he s tood h is  ground wi th  d ign i ty  and
ult lmately t fre Englishmen who had been set to
thryart hlm became his close fr iends.

G.D.  B i r la  dedicated h imsel f  to  whatever
cause he took up.  As a p ioneer ing indust r la l is t r
he set norms of inl t iat lve and enterprlse t jrat
Are t lmeless. As an ardent protagonlst of
national lndepend€DC€r he supported iYahatma
Gandhl 's freedom movement materiol ly and in

coNTD .  . / 2 .



spir i t .  His generous assistance to the f reedom move-

ment marks a Jni" i "g chapter in the annals c>f our history '

rn fact ,  the in i t la l  rapport-between the Mahatma

and G.D.  e i r ia  deve loped tn to -a  c lose  bond.  I t  todccon-

siderabre cour-le ln 
-tt 

o=- a"y" to be associated witlt

candh i j l  . r ra ' i i lE - " " [ i " " i r i - " t  movemeote  bu t  G.D.  B i r ]a

s teadfas t ly  n t . i -n t t ined  h is  c lose  l inks '  Hs  wds in  cons-

tant touch titn- c""ar"ti i  f , eit j: ier personally or through

c o r r e s p o r r A " . r " " . t t r e l ' t a f r a t m a o n c e d e s c r i b e d G ' D ' B i r l a
as not onrv i r i  f r iend, fo l lower and supporter,  but

a lso  h ls  mentor '

B e i n g c l o s e g g G a n d h u l a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e h e l d
in high ,"g"id-oy tne grit isn establj,shment frorn the

Viceroy aown, G.b.  Bir la was of ten able to act  as a

bridge between in"*. Hls mediatory role brought tlte

two sides cfoser and made tjrem understand each otlter'

G.D. Bir la recognlsed that educat ion'  sciencg arrd

technology t ! i "  . , i t " i  to a nat ionts progress ' -H€r

therefore, ""i-np various educatlonal j 'nstitutions'

inctud. ing t r , . -e i i r .  rnst l tu ie of  Technology - .?9 
science

ln Pl}anl ,  *nt"n is now recognlsed as one of  t j re best

ln tJ:e countrY.

G . D . B l r l a h a d t h e g e n l u s t o r e c o q n i s e 6 s } g n t a n d
the generosity to ""ppot€ it wherever it was found' No

deserving d;|.;-f uii-ftL presence-without' ample ass ls-

tance. when c .v - Raman t-i-Jtnrgqling to develop his

theory of  } lght , ,  he approached. c.o.  e i r la fer  ssslstance

to procure ai 'eq,r i lment '  g i r t t '  obvlously lmpressed

with Raman,s earnestnessr pto*pi fy of fered to help '  The

rest  ls hi -story.

G,D.  B i r la  was a  soc ia l  re fo rmer '  H ls  cont r lbu t ion

ge Hari5.r, *"ifare was born out of a convlction that all

men are *q,ri l l- i , ix. '" i";;-q.tlte ahead of hls tlmes, he

bel leved rr,-iiuo;;-t.inag*tJttt cooperatlon and to establish

nii*oty ln lndustrlal relations '

His sense of the need. for cooperation was notr

however, conflned to ""gtn""G within Indian society' Atrnrt

from amltY and. Jolnt ""6"."o"r witfrl-n each natlon' he al'so

"" f f "a for  cooplrat lon among nat ions'

TLme has proved Birla correct' Produce or Perish

l s n o w a w o r l d r v l d e s l o g a n , a n d g l o b a l l n t e r - d e p e n d e n c e
1s a term whlch Is novt constantly heard in world fonrmg'

I , l k e m a n Y g r e a t I I l € I l r G . D . B l r l a w a s a m u l t l - f a c e t e d ,
we1l-rorr.ra"J' 'p"i"o"if fay-wnose lnterests ranged far aild'

wide. He was-a lover oi  nature and stas part icular ly

fond of mounl"irr". His rovings roun'd ttrl world resulted

ln a number
lninter, Pho
also had an

G . D .  B i
versed ln th
be wel l  n igh
and contribu
lns t i tut lons
plred bY tJre
i t  was no cc
day the da
l i fe and tJrc
him to great
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ln a number of enJoyable travelogr.rgs' He was a good

painter, photoglJPher' -*"ii"rntn 
5nd 'equestrian 

' He

itso had an "ulafig pass ion for mus lc '

G .D . B ir la was a deeply l : l - igl3"" 
man '  wel l-

versed in  the shastT3:  - ;e- ind lan-pnrrosophy '  
r t  wi l l

be weII nigh ' t l -"" iUt: . ;"  ci iafogre-al l  tne charlt ies

and contrinutio;; h9 frad 
-made 

to t€rnples r leligious

inst i tu t lons- l ia  v"a p. in" i I i " " '  
-He'was 

greatrv  ins-

pired by tr"" ot"t" and fi; 'n"*"n"ritmanas ' Perhaps

it was no ."i""iaence d;; rt" t"" born on Ramnavamr

day the 9;; 
iord Rama was born' A" account of h js

111s and tnoughts -wiII  
i""pi ie -those 

who come after

him to greater endeavori- ii, order t" Iesve this world

a better pfJI" tf 'J' ' wf'en tiley en-tered' lt ' No f iner

rr ibure can be pa rg to ;";;;; ' 
- ^Y::l 

-n 
i" I if e insplre

succeeding generations of our country to imblbe his

virtues 
,U

,,L ives of great men( remind us ,
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* *r mqi t r frffiq{ t qro+ q{flrrT i q€ are qfi fr, "qs fiqq i

dsa,i fuq * fqeil <r-fi q, vaar a sR fnom q r Gil ffi t a a

fr{r qTil t r"
f,fd{ * filqq {q R*TnTrdt Q, qq q{' +} v'Eti ilil, qril-fmr

3Tk 3{q+ q.a ?1.E wrofffi t qr f*q.r--k(ri qr{r f6 { q-'it a}

ers s{ fqa{r *1q fqodr qnrT Q, q€ 3[rEfi rfta< t se'n fr f,a*it atct

q6T q6l t r ffi fr{r f6 + T{i +} <rfr R, s( 3TTil fiT KTT sa TqT l

iar, dgar, q1ffi t rc (a I
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srpt{Tssrq6p-fi (tq E{Tqt q1Y?) + f<q +1 irRT a r fm

do T{T srT I 1a fr€q e}+q 3rRITqo f,t 3Tk *i-*Tti srT T{t eTT I Eqt

16 +t 3{r< q q{ a{r 1q( rfior sTTrIq + 3nn t lwrm gw u\t *

ffi s1 3Tt( ifi q qq r{r erT !

ra M {fs E fr qmznqErqdr, d< {qq qr qd Err54Tuto E[silln

+r sTfilq urt=rT T,T l Eqq u$t +, ffi q{ qdqr I s?Ffil q-a wfra tr< ?RTT

r1ir | ${qK spril i q{a1 + + 3Tl6q E1ir ffu{ r .ftg i 5d $T 3firfiT{

qr€I +< fqm +] qr<l 3Tt( { q{ fbqT | {q fdQ cqT( fi{A *i, s* €t q+

qfr, fnrui q{r i'mq-fq6tq f+qr €ttn ?

q6qrr<rcfi * 1t* qq qfc{r(iT Ir{ trfiT !

afi({ Tq vfiu {T} ffi, flfu{r{ gqa d aq{a q=fr{ furz,

offr ;fi"r qr+ emf | 3Tqnfi qrqqmErtrfi +T EAie A] tr+r r s+t qH

+'t q*E +qq ri a+' fE{r Trzn qT r +At q+ gq €{-rf i $r+ {<* q{ *

6qgl {afi< y: Yri qq< +} k{r--ir;Err[, frg {rin r fr<-frrr ;F't rTIEr

ET I irrril qil, sh Fd{i { enq fr 4€t +.A q�e di, fr rfi e<A wmror-'rfi

* ffi Eq 6{r nrr--"qs q.ril i +ti dn Brcd d6'gm uru qS d€ tt'FtTT I

qq .Tqdi {rfr{ * fr<*ro ilfi srri qr*T ES, e} grni fiT *r€Trs *t q

Rifi'dT i ? qqfoq €rT srffir +lqfd *+ A gt arrrr 5rq ffi qtfr l"t

t {t{rfirr : M fcqrd fit rr{tzl, W 1o

r{qtrfr : rmqrr{rq/{s
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3TTi ttl +d irdzfiT ! 1

€qq qr 3;6tq qtAt, € g+r I q{r 316 r€1q grRTrFrt aT * i}m
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EAfr( srrc+eri q ql€ilf, ETrTf, ffit, rffufuil, qfoqfuil, ffi, SlT,,
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<rqf,I 1 qrFr6Ttqf,t 3i( nugwcrr"it fqdrfi t{ {rfl To trq r fqarf,t

il qiq.I{ qo qET g<q"(Tqri)t fi {iilIi t fqmlqil d*n ' tTg 1a u-

nlrrmqql, (trt€ttqrcff 3{t( gftorowt r 
- TfieTrf,t fr:+irn A I

(rrtfiilTtd}T + 5"Tfr r+rfeqT' qTlr'a +g trq q}t u}rrnrrfi +t tl-;T

3{-6r{zq d gaqa t *. 4iI fE$€rr + an -oTq+( q €'l'e Q} trT r r qilrrr<rq-

qT * q{qr,T 5{ w r*o-+rrrzrsrql fqg€T gq | rc fqrqnTTrqurqt +

T{<d( fq lquaaEFr f l fqeoTqrg 'E .H.q ' i " i { . Iq i l 5 f i+6mi
{T(ft {rfl + ria c <rsgra ftq^d +i srq-a -'nrq+ q}wq t qEa ffnqT

3T\r +rr * urr16 f6'a1 |

fqanl nqr€t +l girl t *k q( (r'q + 3iE( f,tore a r fqorft

fq-6r f?sK 3[]a "t{1* ,i, qfE-el-, r< "i(,lF { frq qto Eftn"r tt

3T,. ETn t r Rar* {T ilrr'.* fq-rfrrdr :rre * drrT c,= G.[T a r qicars

{ffiil a f{ <rq {rq *t srrfi fra i q-q$ (Icq +'r dzqKr a wT t

3rra.fi fIfi q trczr + r{ 3Tt( #-trt g*! ei -rq | ?TE q;fi TrT fi9 d

<toLao 3{qft <rqqrf,I iFtT6{ rHi e-{1 3il4 qrq il q+ rrrq c v'€la

3[rtil Ttd EdT f,o+r I gq1 TTd ;FT ;lrr1 eo4 qr r qr'i qwfi'( <oofue 3{.I?TT

na Ezn * sqrq r'rq aq' mfi tra * qqr atwrfuUsif i qow q(

.-11-41 qla f(qr r gq oe€ rr {u{6{ra q sn{" {sdfu€ tit qq ffi i s€

v-oracr * r gfr rrli q( ftoTfrIqir ;TTrt{ cre a Ear5t fEqTft' fffi

Eap,fgT qar' 3.ril eg r il,fi q gq lrd ;fi'T ;rrr fffi qE Irfi r fqertt +

qt q snfl a+ qq eiFr frt Tl-rT Eo€.r€ €t t r

fqor.il nlt(' qT{TtT il{€g 6T q6 qrIT ET, qr aG q {K{rEd {t{ET{

6E( umiofua * 5a, 6I5T.{Eofqe + f€Fq c aTr .r{r eil l 
.;q{Fft-

gTqq gfiz.uf, * ro* i f6 6131 aaafu6 i 3{qn rrq q ilqoTrd tlr{

EftTTzn qr t afi q 4A Rdrft *i -u*q + qt<rfi + 3rfiTqi4 q qTzn I

rn q ;rEarl6 ft * taqil{t--ffioTE t{tt TgEtra--q fqqTftrtr d tflrr

qT | {gETr6 * 6rg< q.rqfq€ t r rEa.rt + o.g. (l"ra qqtfis€ t fqe6.r-

qf€n fiI .rF qfasa ifi rieiq c<r i r

q*,or..FrfT * frcr qoaqffidt fiT {o^ 
qft4[{ :rar<{ q} f,arga

r{dn : qdizrlqalq' io\



i qn {Gql i fqerft { <e r{r qr I qtT Eoffi fiT ErFrT gw e} w
qrTrr fqurf,t rlt qq{iarr o-rrrTrT €q {qn *ft r q} q< *qqJ * ei, fffi

{reT{: srerqro *i r ee-rrq qf<qn lrraqqfiql * r qrE { fqorft w fqs'rq
gsn l <rsr€sTFf * erq Hi fi eq fverf,t *,i olq wq BrKrtr t] d+1
q d l

up <rq€aTFT i dfsa-wr o]+'-+efiur, ft<iE +1 <qr sT]( $rTttr
* flqd-il*Tl fr 6i gq'i 1 frqf1 BTlr +(oi{ { e},i 'ifsa-sm <rsq *
Efqn dfi T{ | q€ qrtr fr qqrrr $Tnr"q € ffi eTfrq <rqrfr * qqr +1 q€t
Ef66ql i g<fme BTk {fTfl <rerT I q-€t i <rwqn * ifrnerql +} <rq-
qQsT, Q€rfosrcri, {f?RJ, v<tf,fi, gsT}, q*mupT}, qraqnerreT} srl(
r"q sTqhif d€rTrsT) fr qsn f,Eqr | ,ifuql i fr gqrfr E|.Tfi.r sfi( iTfu
3Tfril fi ir<+rqft fr1 qTa fi kqr I

BTfiTqffi {fq-wq (m<a$) sTii prrfi qrrfr *i I q?rTr e} qurr,
g;qrr sr4€ql er rgad A A *{-qtER ilTTTTT +'fuqrqql, frqrfr * qrqyq
aqrqr{ + fo,q ETT{< fq+'o qw ri sT}{ fiqE fid * qre €t ereqrrq t
oH r dtt q0 +r+r ftrqrrrrqqdl fi1 f I

firffirqrqurft * fwrqQ gEr<rrff i qqq c+'fqgor-rFc{r< i qrs
qqi.a erq-dqff €, +ffiq fi"-firuqlTdt + fq-dr qhnrwilf * csrq +
ffi 6l gv €] rrqr | ;fi"I-wr qr, qqtf, +T eaqrc, iqr { {Twffifi sqTo-
geTo eTt( <rq€rr{ fr sTsTo fi1 frr* €rrqT Efi'T qgqT | $-crFrFT qh[r<rrql
srqi{ + i6 qri€fqTor ft tfi q{ fiTq +,Ti o,i r s=a {rfr+ ieq c} fq6
f,tq d gfi artn fqoilt rTt, df6t qr+ vnr €f {+ i rft s'Tfi} fqfrqe flqcsr.
fqrr ETTilr qr r *a rri€tner Ml + A ffi oi r wri q6r tceq 6'q
t dq-'+{ :fiT fim q}m ur I

sr6rc{ q} sqs6 fr erqir fr qrhTffiq| rr *qie Q} .rrr I sq q-qrT
qrlurcrrft * ge ftrq?TTqqqT +1 erq ieo qloq q.i +t aff r q{ sT ftrql
+t +re q, we i€c ifsrr EiF"t *ee'annfJ qe{T qA e qdt eft r ,t'qf,t
* srFtTfir< TrTTc(T A] ri sTk ?Trcc fr &fru qTnt=t ;F'T qTTIT Wn I qq ,r{
*nfi gTqil <rqffim afqzmf fi w{ aFrcilrr frr qT{r ianfi enfq+'
{rnT;T fi-{i +1 qerqrf,l a} ,rft r eqrf,fq dfwl fir Fq 3{rft sfrerrq{r(
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r{TTtRI ffi+,
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qftqkil +< kqr Tsn I iqr +, aqrqrkfi trl fi qrrQ ffi, +'o+'nr **

dqtnd <r* a+rqqfffi,ial r] Trqaq fEzn cri o.n r qJ a] <rweqm t
a{rqTf<qi Efi'T Bt"q rrml i ETT;rr qqgr * t6rnw qnfsQ, q} ffi sTsq.{

m qnTqtil E, i {TTrrI + S .rRrr d qqT qt, q{g va \z\. * qrq (Icr€err{

i qGq(: i<qrEff eia t +{ql * +Tfq*-*-+lfst {TEr€sTt?r i +16 a+i
qk +'a+qr qrq iFi r q{fiT firwl ilTT qT ? qq qTili * fetq qq {rq-

FsTFf +T qnlo qqsTilT q,€tt q r ,rrw*rn qqq Tfq A I q€ if.rwn i t
qrrl +ga +q f.rttrT i q]< qf|t * fH qr'it +1 vaq *ge f,fi q r ft+q-

inq{ + fo,q oH m} +'|at qftqdq fiFTT qgilr q r gtr'fle q{r s<r< ilS

6, +f6q {{t.Jqrqn q e,}rrJ + fdq Elsr;T fvu gerr q r qfi + g€ +.d}{
qq +'d 3Tl{ sqft q{A + ftTq ifril fuqr I qireeTl?t i e+rqt< fr qilc

+q irrrqrpTJ * +'r{or +€ sqfl {Tq€qtq t qr{q sT;q etfi i wi r

qt qlrq q * filqarcraorft * gr qsi<lqdt fit q"q ffI 3l-5T{€ qt

Pd(ffi t gen I

fqer +t {q dn fqo-rf,t q Rrqarqaqft * ftqq ft .n€t qTril"q

{qdl( i qo € Et r iifnq {q flq stri fteq q q}rrrit sqTo-gaTo ffi,

eni frrqnntqqdt fi {Eq qqrq dt iqqr f,t r iiqq qri fr qq- i gt-
qqkmqr< qifteroJ +'t qrqirqtE d-i qqi( ri I s;r;F'T rraq fir<lErc

<rqm frrt< fqrqqnrqot + rq q qer aqTqrit ilni dt 3Tts'iar qr.it t
rriftqrsl q se qgil qqfltqr ffi Eis* q EqTqK fi-({ + foq cTFil fq-g-

ritq €t i r qqs n) +fl 3T=BT Al.n f+ gu rft 3Ts+ fq-dr dl c<( Aqri q{r

qH +'< oi r *f+q formr{qurql 3Tsi {i+,FT q{ EE A r 3{qi{ *

otai i sr< seti qr-dr$f fr gs twi fo'+ q}< d*i dt nq * r

sq qqq fqrq{r<r{ur-"it sizi (r< €ErT< d+,< .tti'-i I erEI Enriq-ff{dt
fi eng srE qn q,i fi *ft r ad-qznq q qR+ {TrII Rr-{Tr{Tqurfr +1 q
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* f€,q q( {16< fr qrfi ffiFa E r fqomt sTJ{ s{rt sTTsilq * qordl *

ffi srri Trdt + fdq qQT rr 'fq€rf,I rie*' * am q qq EIqT qW s il
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