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FOREWORD
Ly -
TFT HETET
sﬁq%ﬁ' MST It is a pleasure for me to write the foreword
. ' to a biography of G.D. Birla whom I had known and
4ﬁ5‘ g% respected for many years. I first came into con-
ST gh - tact with him when I was Industries Minister in the
T q-fa-‘gaﬁ + Tamilnadu Government. He was appreciative of the

qEE ST
famm o8 o=

| gw g6

fogen

efforts made by the State to industrialise it. Our
discussions proved that G.D. Birla was a man of new
ideas and that he was fired with a fimm conviction
that industrialisation was the only panacea for
Indian poverty.

He firmly believed that prosperity came only
through increased production and that unless the
nation was free and master of its destiny, no pro-
gress could be achieved, be it industrial growth,
social development or cultural expansion. It is
a measure of the man that he did not consider the
task over, once independence was achieved. On the
contrary, he believed that it is when a nation
becomes free that its tasks of taking the country
forward on the path of progress and of uplifting
society as a whole begin in real earnest.

G.D. Birla carried on a relentless campaign
on controls and restrictions. In his view restric-

T ted production is the root cause of inflation; and
that the only remedy for inflation is higher pro-
IEAEIC) W duction.

G.D. Birla was a friendly and amiable person,
but the steel within the soft exterior came to the
fore whenever he felt that his self-respect was
being challenged. When he first entered the
brokerage business,which was then the exclusive
preserve of the British, many attempts were made
to discourage him by subtle methods of humilia-
tion. But he stood his ground with dignity and
ultimately the Englishmen who had been set to
thwart him became his close friends.

G.D. Birla dedicated himself to whatever
cause he took up. As & pioneering industrialist,
he set norms of initiative and enterprise that
are timeless. As an ardent protagonist of
national independence, he supported Mahatma
Gandhi's freedom movement materially and in

CONTD../2.
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spirit. His generous assistance to the freedom move-

ment marks a shining chapter in the annals of our history. in a number

painter, pho

4 In fact, the initial rapport between the Mahatma also had an
: and G.D. Birla developed into a close bond. It tokcon-
siderable courage in those days to be associated with G.D. Bi
Gandhiji and the nationalist movement, but G.D. Birla versed in th
steadfastly maintained his close links. He was in cons- be well nigh
tant touch with Gandhiji, either personally or through and contribu
correspondence. The Mahatma once described G.D. Birla institutions
as not only his friend, follower and supporter, but ired by th
also his mentor. gtrsas go cg
Being close to Gandhiji and at the same time held ?iz -aggetgi
e

in high regard by the British establishment from the
Viceroy down, G.D. Birla was often able to act as a

bridge between them. His mediatory role brought the
two sides closer and made them understand each other.

him to great
a better pld
tribute can
succeeding ¢

G.D. Birla recognised that education, science and virtues.
technology were vital to a nation's progress. He,
therefore, set up various educational institutions,
including the Birla Institute of Technology and Science “Lives
in Pilani, which is now recognised as one of the best That |

in the country.

G.D. Birla had the genius to recognise talent and
the generosity to support it wherever it was found. No
deserving person left his presence without ample assis-
tance. When C.V. Raman was struggling to develop his
theory of light, he approached G.D. Birla for assistance
to procure an equipment. Birla, obviously impressed
with Raman's earnestness, promptly offered to help. The
rest is history.

G.D. Birla was a social reformer. His contribution
to Harijan welfare was born out of a conviction that all
men are equal. Likewise, quite ahead of his times, he
believed in Labour-*anagement Cooperation and to establish
harmony in industrial relations.

His sense of the need for cooperation was not,
however, confined to segments within Indian society. Apart
from amity and joint endeavour within each nation, he also
called for cooperation among nations.

Time has proved Birla correct. Produce or Perish
» is now a worldwide slogan, and global inter-dependence
is a term which is now constantly heard in world forums.

Like many great men, G.,D. Birla was a multi-faceted,
well-rounded personality whose interests ranged far and
wide. He was a lover of nature and was particularly
fond of mountains. His rovings round the world resulted

CONTD«+/3«



in a number of enjoyable travelogues. He was a good
painter, photographer, marksman and equestrian. He

also had an abiding passion for mus ic .

G.D. Birla was 3 deeply religious man, well-
versed in the Shastras and Indian philosophye. It will
be well nigh impossible to catalogue all the charities
and contributions he had made to temples, religious
institutions and Ved Pathshalas. He was greatly ins-
pired by the Geeta and the Ramcharitmanas. Perhaps
it was no coincidence that he was born on Ramnavami

day - the day Lord Rama was born. An account of his

1ife and thoughts will inspire those who come after

him to greater endeavour in order to ljeave this world

a petter place than when they entered it. No finer
tribute can be paid to anyone. May his life inspire
succeeding generations of our country to imbibe his

virtues.
/A

“Lives of great men(remind us,
That we can make our life sublime" .

(7 NigortadeAlan=

(R. VENKATARAMAN)
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